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SUBJECT: SECOND ANNIVERSARY OF KOUNTCHE REGIME 

1 . SPEAKING ON EVE OF APRIL 15, ANNIVERSARY OF ARMY’S 
ADVENT TO POWER, KOUNTCHE AGAIN CALLED FOR UNITY AND 
DISCIPLINE, STRESSING HARSH TREATMENT IN STORE FOR 
DISSIDENTS WHETHER NIGER TEN OR FOREIGN , BUT THROWING 
NO FURTHER LIGHT ON FATE OF NINE PLOTTERS CONDEMNED TO 
DEATH FOLLOWING MARCH 15 ATTEMPTED COUP. 

2. SECOND ANNIVERSARY OF MILITARY REGIME, WHICH WAS 
ORIGINALLY TO BE HELD AT HAUSA CAPITAL OF ZINDER, WAS 
OBSERVED APRIL 15 WITH RESTRAINED CEREMONIES IN PRESENCE 
OF A MEMBER OF CENTRAL GOVERNMENT AT EACH OF NIGER'S 
SEVEN DEPARTMENTAL CAPITLAS, BY CULMINATION OF A WEEK-LONG 
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NATIONAL YOUTH FESTIVAL, AND BY TROOPING OF COLORS AND 
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TRADITIONAL PRESIDENTIAL SPEECH IN NIAMEY. KOUNTCHE'S 
BROADCAST TO NATION WAS TYPICALLY AUSTERE. ALMOST ASCETIC 
IN TONE, PAINTING CONTRACT BETWEEN SERIOUS AND SACRED MISSION 
OF RECONSTRUCTION ROOTED IN NATIONAL TRADITIONS OF SPEAR- 
HEADED BY ARMY SINCE 1974 AND SORDIDNESS OF COUP ATTEMPT ONE 
MONTH AGO. PRESIDENT SAID NATIONAL SURVIVAL AT STAKE; COUP 
ATTEMPT SHOWED THAT RIBAL AND REGIONAL MANEOUVERING HAD NOT 
BEEN OVERCOME. HE HIGHLIGHTED NEED FOR VIGILANCE AND HARSH 
REPRISALS AGAINST OPPONENTS OF HIS, ARMY'S, AND NATION'S 
MISSION. 

3. MUCH OF SPEECH WAS WARNING AIMED AT FOREIGN RESIDENTS OF 
NIGER. WHILE NO COUNTRY SINGLED OUT, THERE WAS PRETTY CLEAR 
IMPLICATION THAT ACTIVITIES OF AFRICANS RATHER THAN EUROPEANS 
WERE UPPERMOST IN HIS MIND. HE TALKED OF NIGER'S PROFOUND 
RESPECT FOR ITS OWN KIND OF AFRICAN TRADITIONS, PROMISED 

NO QUARTER FOR ALIENS CONSPIRING TO PROMITE OTHER KINDS OF 
REGIMES, AND MENTIONED PLOTTERS GTIMAN CHIFI AS EXAMPLE OF 
WHAT HE MEANT. KOUNTCHE SAID HE WAS PUTTING FOREIGNERS 
OF WHATEVER NATIONALITY ON NOTICE TO KEEP IN LINE. THOSE 
WHO DO. KOUNTCHE SAID. WOULD BE TREATED IN "BROTHERLY" WAY 
AND COULD CONTINUE LIVING AND WORKING IN NIGER. 

4. IT WAS ANNOUNCED LATE APRIL 15, AFTER PRESIDENT'S SPEECH, 

THAT GOVERNMENT HAD PARDONED SEVERAL MORE FORMER POLITICIANS 
AND BUREAUCRATS WHO HAD BEEN IN IAIL SINCE FALL OF DIORI 
REGIME. DIORI HIMSELF, AS PRESIDENT HAD INDICATED EARLIER, 

WAS NOT RPT NOT AMONG THOSE REPRIVED. PRESIDENT GAVE NO 

FURTHER DETAILS OF EVENTS OF MARCH 15 OR NAMES OF THOSE 

SENTENCED TO DEATH OR PRISON AFTER MOST RECENT ATTEMPTED 

COUP. GENERAL ASSUMPTION IS THAT GON IS NOT COIN TO MAKE 

OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENT NAMING THOSE CONDEMNED AND THAT DEATH 

SENTENCES MAY ALREADY HAVE BEEN CARRIED OUT. A MEMBE OF 

SMC TOLD US LAST WEEK THATHTHE "FAMILIES" OF THOSE TO BE 

EXECUTED HAD BEEN INFORMED.BUT THAT NO FURTHER PUBLICE ANNOUNCEMENT 

WOULD BE MADE. EXECUTIONS WOULD TAKE PLACE PRIVATELY. MEANWHILE 

THERE ARE DIFFERING STORIES ABOUT IDENTITY OF THOSE SENTENCED 

TO DEATH. EUROPEAN MILITARY ADVISOR SAYS THAT THELGROUP OF 

NINE CONDEMED CROMPRIMISES FIVE NCO'S IN ADDITION TO MOUSSA 

BAERE, SIDI MOHAMED, AHMED MOUDDOUR, AND ISSAKA DAN KOUSSOU. 
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FRENCH EMBASSY BELIEVES THE NINE ARE PROBABLY THOSE REPORTED 
NIAMEY 1563. DAVISON 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: POLITICAL STABILITY, ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS, POLITICAL LEADERS, NATIONAL UNIFICATION 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 19 APR 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: saccheem 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976NIAMEY01700 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D7601 47-0890 
From: NIAMEY 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760447/aaaabnwo.tel 

Line Count: 109 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: saccheem 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 20 APR 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <20 APR 2004 by buchant0>; APPROVED <16 AUG 2004 by saccheem> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SECOND ANNIVERSARY OF KOUNTCHE REGIME 
TAGS: PINT, NG, (KOUNTCHE, SEYNI) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



